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PYRNDANCE Delegates Branches 
Sanaa Prosent Ropre sented 
First Day : x 18 
Second Day ; 28 17 
Third Day : 30 16 
Branches not in attendance on Friday: Bradford & Eccles 
" n a " " Saturday: Bradford, Eccles, Wd.Grn.&« Hornsey 
n oe - " Sunday : Bradford, Eccles, Hackney, Wood 


Greon S&Hornsvy, 
COMTRENCE SESSIONS 
First DOT 1s .0:< uivieias » keiba a a.m, to 6.20 bole 


Second DAY. . - wvaeasncons sneer 2ehO pele to § 00 PM. 
Third Day....sssveveverseevsnde seneom to 6.u0 p.m. 


Conference Chairman...ccscscceseccscesess Aceorge (Bloomsbury) 
Vico Chairman....scccccccccccvsccvcsccceeh Ambridge (leLington) 


It was agreed that the Standing Orders Committee act as Tellors during the course of 
the Conference Proccdings. 
COLLECTIONS 
Friday c .ssves 0000s eakee eee ee 


Saturday ocevsrvapecsoecsass oO 1600 
Sunday.........(Collection taken at Evening Rally) 
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FRIDAY No.1 on the Agenda was an Instructed Resolution, under Section: Branch.s, 
Membership and Organisation. Delegates agreed to take this in conjunction 
with Item for Discussion 'E', 


1, Wood Green & Kornsey - "That the words '(British Section of the World Socialist 
Organisation)' be added to our name, and used whenevor 
suitable ," 

fmendment - Paddington - "Delete ‘British Section of the World Socialist Organisa- 

tion and insert 'Companion Party for World Socialism'" 


amendment LOST 2~37 
Resolution LOST Ju 


Summary of Discussion The Chairman explained to the Delegates that the E.C. had ta- 
ken the unusual step of placing an Item for Discussion on the Agenda, a move which 
had traditionally been the prerogative of Branches, But this matter had come yp time 
and time again at the E.C., often prompted by letters from the Companion Parties. 
There had also been a Resolution on the E.C. table to sound the Companion Parties on 
their views regarding the establishment of a Socialist International, The E.C. felt 
that this was a matter of Policy and as such it should be referred to Conference, 

Tne Companion Parties Secretary stated that the U.S.A. and Canadian Companion Par- 
ties had in the past suggested that we should change our name to the “World Socialist 
Party of Great Britain" but, after prolonged discussions, they had accepted oun yiew 
that such a change would be detrimental to the Party. 


The addition to our name "The British Section of the World Socialist Movement", 
not "Companion Party" in paranthesis would satisfy them, There was a general desiro 
to give greater expression to the existing bonds between us and Socialists everywhere. 
The World Socialist Movement was, in effect, in existance, and we were asked to dec=- 
lare ourselves publicly and explicitly as part of it. 


A number of Delegates felt that any addition to the Party's name would not help to 
clarify our position, but rather tend to confuse it. They were inclined to regard 
this move as another attempt at a short cut in our propaganda. But the general opin- 
ion was that, whilst the establishment of an Intcrnational was possibly premature and 
the organisational difficulties too great at the present time, some step should be 
taken to link us more closely with cur Companion Parties and Socialists wherewr they 
might be. Other Delegatew called on Conference not to be put off by apparent diffi- 
cultics and techmical points, Our appeal was to the members of the working class all 
aver the world, and we should make this implicit in our title, It would give heart 
to workers all over tho world, and it had great propaganda value, Was this not enough 
in itself? Some people wero masquerading as representatives of the international wor 
king class, and it was time that they and their right to speak for the international 
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working class were challenged. 


Floor Resolutions 
a) os (Paddington) and Cottis (S.B.Essex) "That this Conference oer iy bs 
words ‘Companion Party for World Socialimm' to be used whenever possible, 


the Party's title." LOST 10 - 14 
b) Cottis & Wheeler (S.E.Essex) "That this Conference recommonds that the Par- 
ty's name be changed to 'The World Socialist Party'" 
r C 'British 

c) Devereux & Kersley (Bloomsbury) "That whenever suitable the words 
Section of the World Socialist Movement! be added to the Party's official title.” 

Both b) and c) lost by an overwhelming majority. 
d) D'Arcy & Corry (Islington) "That this Conference recommend the B.C. to con= 
sider the possibility of issuing an International Socialist Manifesto in the name 
of all the Companion Parties and with the co-operation of all the Parties con— 
cerned," CARRIED 19-3 
e) Devereux (Bloomsbury( and Cottis (S.E.Essex) "That this Conference appraes 
the appointment of an International Secretary." CARRIED 15-5 


Adjournment for Lunch 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

Amendments to Rules 
Rule 1 Ealing Branch. ..ss.cvcsdes ocslelee eee maa 
Amendment Lewisham Branch.....seseseecces LOOl Lames 
Rule 12 Wood Greon & Hornsey.....eseseece OO 10=39 
Rule 15 Wood Green & Hownsey - "That after the work 'account! and 
before the wort 'arranging' on line 8, insert 'or deposit account'™ 

CARRIED 26-13 

Resolutions 

Not 3 - Wembley Branch - "That the Internal Party Journal Committee be would up." 
j CARRIED 22513. © 

The Resolution was put to the vote after a very brief discussion, 

Tho Chairman then welcomed Comrade Frank from Vienna, three memburs of the Wis 

of Ireland, and Comrade Alec Hart from South Africa, and invited Comrade Murray, 

fraternal Delegate from the WSP of Ireland, and Comrade Frank to address the Con- 

ference. 


Comrade Murray: conveyed fraternal greetings from all the Comrades dn J 
Ho outlined the propaganda efforts in Belfast, Armagh and other centre 
clection drive brought them sonsiderable publicity and they have now 

themselves as a scrious political party, The fact that they had been « 
tain the election deposit had further fired their enthusiasm and : 
not believe that all 430 people who had voted for them could be 
ialists, many must be very elose to us, for it needed extra cc 
pressure of the Unionists, The Chief Government Whip had made 
on the probable political set-up during the next parliament: 
ern Ireland. The World Socialist Party of Ireland had been 
as a likely contestant and the Irish Comrades felt that 
they would not dare to miss if they could but raise 
cess in selling the 'Socialist' had amazed them, and 
least 1,500 copies in the near future, They also 

lin Branch, 3 


Fraternal messages were read from Comrade Fri 
S.P.of Canada; Comrade Luff on behalf of the V. 
on behalf of the Auckland Branch of the $.P.of 
behalf of the Melbourne Branch of the S.P,of Av 
acknowledge with appreciation all messages rece 
duced Comrade Frank, who is well known to all bu 
Party in 1910. He stressed his single-minded de 
under the most trying of circumstances, and exp: 
having this Comrade in our midst on this occas: 


Comrade Frank: began by rejoicing in the fact that | 
tudes of Social Democracy, Hitlerism, Russian Occ 
ding the Conference of 1 genuinely revolutionary + 
climate in Austria had, up to now, been completely 
his attempts to sow the seeds of a socialist mo 

ence and a conspiracy of silence by the press fi 
He outlined the policies of the S.P.A. (equival 


a: 
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showed how these had only helped to meke the rich richer and the poor poorer, 
Strikes are the order of tho day in iustrin as in Britain, crime is on the increase, 
and alcoholism is bocoming more and more of a problem. But seeing the efforts of 
the Comrades over here, he felt renewed hope, and he would return to Justria firm 
in his resolve to redouble his efforts and not to let up until he would be able to 
gather around him people wiio would subscribe to the idvas of Socialism, 

Comrade Frank then read a messago from Dr Johannes Kicinhaeppel of Vienna, who has 
helped him in his work for Socialism for a numbor of years, 

Dr Kleinhaeppel, an Austrian @ynbathiser of long standing, wished the Conference 
success in its labours, Hu contrasted the truly Socialist character of the &GB 
with that of the pscudo-socialist organisations in Austria, and he expreesed his 
conviction that wo will contimue the tenacious fight against capitalism until Soc- 
ialism has been established, 


The Conference then returned to the Agenda 


LITERATURE It was agreed to take Resolutions 4 and 5 in conjunction with Item for 
Discussion under "I" 


Resolution No.4 + Paddington Branch "That this Conference instructs the B.C, that 

as an intcrim measure, so that a new pamphlet on Russia can be published immediptely, 
a series of selected articles previously published in the 'S.S.' (especially since 
1948) be chosed, with a suitable preface, and this be printed in limited quantities 
to cover Party requirements for, say, the next eighteen months, intil a newly prin- 
ted pamphlet can be published," 


Amendment - Camberwell - "Delete all after 'E.C.!' and insert ‘That a new pamphlet 

1 Russia be published, That meanwhile every effort be made to cover current events 
¢ Russia in the Socialist Standard." Cd. 32-9 As Sub.Res, Cd, 31-10 
tcsolution No,5 - Paddington Branch "That this Conference recommends that our sten- 
dard Pamphlet on Russia should deol bricfly with the historical background of the 
Revolution and the early theories of the Comminist Party, but that the bulk of tho 
Pamphlet should deal with the development iof Russia since 1945, This Conference 
recommends the E.C. to take all possible steps to have the Famphlet preparcd within 
the next 18 months, ." 


fmendment - Lewisham "Delete all after 'B.C.' in tho last sentence, and insert 'to 
set up a Study Group to prepare the material.'" LOST 9-31 RES, CARRIED 2115 


Summary of Discussion Delegates supporting the publication of an intcrim pamphlet 
expressed the view that this step would, with a minimum of delay, provide a stop-gap 
while the new pamphlet was in preparation, It would probably take up to 18 months 
to bring out a replacement for the old one now out of stock, and in themeantime this 
interim pamphlet could be sold, The material for this pampnlet was readily avail- 
able, and the interim pamhict could be in circulation within two orthree months. 


‘A member of the Pamphlets Committco informed Conference that the new Pamphlet on 
Russia was already half-written and should be out within six months at the latest. 
The E.C. had decided that tho new pamphlet should cover all the ground since 1917, 
right up to the present, and the Delegate Meeting last October had not opposed this. 
Under the circumstances, and taking into account that the intorim pamphlet could not 
be produced at less than 2/- per copy if the edition was to be no more than 2 - 3,000 
copies as suggested, it would be better to await the new pamphlet. 


In a more gencral discussion on Literature, one Delegate asked when the pamphlet 
"Socialism" was going to be re-issued, A member of the "S.S," Production Committec 
answered that, in accordance with prévious Conference instructions, they had written 
a new Pamphlet to replace the old.No, 9, It had been before the E.C. and would be 
ready for the printer in the immediate future (the title of the pamphict was to be 
'The Case for Socialism.') 


There was a short discussion on the possible inclusion of poems in the "S.S.", 
and Conference was told that there was no reason why poems of suitable character and 
cuality should not be published, but that in fact very few pieces of poetry of suit 
able character and quality were sent to the Editorial Committec,. 


One Delegate criticised the Party's decigion to publish Morris' "Art, Labour & 
Socialism? We should state our own independent views on tho subject and not slavish- 
ly imitate, A momber of the Pamphlets Committce stated that there could be no ques- 
tion of slavish imitation, The pamphlet would consist of 36 pages of which only 15 
would be taken up by Morris' ideas, the rest representing the Party's appraisal of 
Morris' work and extending in the light of technical developments, When the B.C, . 
decided to implement a 1961 Conference Resolution to re-publish Morris' work, they , P) 
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considered that it contained eccrtein valuable things. 


Delegates then discussed ways and means of increasing sales of the Socialist 
Standard. Most speakers thought that canvassing was still the best method of sel. 
ling the "S.S.", and that all other methods should be additional to this. There 
was one suggestion of linking public meetings to specified articles in the "S.S." 
and a plea for more concentrated efforts at selected outdoor stations. 


At this stage the work of the "S.S." Increased Circulation Committee came up for 
discussion. A number of speakers expressed their disappointment that the adverts. 
placed by the Committee at a cost of about £60 had not yielded better results (64 
subscribers), One speaker wondered whether we should not try to interest people in 


some aspect of Socialism (possibly by a short pamphlet) and, having interested them, 


try to sell them the "S,S," 


ror the Committee, it was stated that they had not re- 
ported to Conference 


since thcir work did not start until after the period under 
review by Confcrence. They had submitted monthly reports to the E.C., and each re- 
port had been cndorsed. But whatever the number of subscribers obtained by press 
advertising, members would have to support the Committee b y their own efforts. 


Then followed a discussion of the contents and appearance of the Socialist 
Standard, Some delegates expressed the view ‘that tho numbor of words in the pres- 
ent Standard was less than in the past, due to the illustrated front page. <A mem- 


ber of the "S.S,.". Production Committee stated that the bis ona had increased 
rathcr than decreased, owing to the smaller margin. 


Floor Resolution - D'Arcy & Corrie (Islington) "That this Conference request the 

E.C. to go into the question of increasing the size of tho 'S.S.' by 4 pages, the 

price to remain at 6d a copy." 
ADJOURNMENT 6.25 p.m, 


Saturday Session It was agreed to defer the above Resolution until later in the 


afte rnoon. 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
A. Bloomsbury Branch - “Are Quarterly Branch Reports really necessary?" 


Arguments in favour of abolishing such reports were coneorned with the saving 
of work; arguments against were the relatively small amount of work involved and 
the advantage of having progress reports at shorter intervals. It was also pointed 
out that an amendment of Rule 8 would be necded to give effeet to thesuggestion. 


Floor Hesolution - Donnelly (Glasgow! & Corrie (Islington) "That oo 


are necessary." Cd. nem. con. 

C. Wembley Branch "Tho desirability of discouraging members from joining 
Branch."" Discussion was bricf. No delegate could disagree with Wem 

but it was pointed out that a member of Central Branch was better ir 
ning Party activities than a member not attending his branch for prog 
due to the Central Branch Secretary's woekly despatch of E.C. Repe 
formation. We would have to trust members' judgement and good SORES 


D. Islington Branch "The advisability of inserting the word | ton] 
words 'The' and 'Socialist' in the sub-heading of the Soekal: 
make this read - 'Officel Journal of the only Socialist Par 


Summary of Delegates' Views Islington, in opening up, reg: 
a challenge to all those organisations who falsely call 1 

Most of the other Delegates fv-lt that there was no short a 
case. Whatever we would call ourselves (the only re. 
always mistake our identity until they understood our f 


addition to our title would clutter up the "S.S." ‘26 


At this juncture, it was agreed to proceed baie. tho: : 
moved the previous day, i.e. "That this Conterchptad 
question of increasing the sizo of the'S.S,! ba fe E 
6d a copy." This was LOST 10-18 ea ” 


Most Delegates sympathised with Telingtenta “wish: 
addition of pages would have to depend on, the av: :; 
The extra expense would also have to be cons 
be possible and desirable to have more pages. 
per issuc, could then be met by appeals in 
were opposed to any increase in the numbur « 
the Trustces pointed out that we wore ready 


— A ont 
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ixcsolution May (Paddington) & Kerley ( Bloomebury) "That this Confescaee , ee 

c on increase in the mumber of pages in the 'S.S,! when the occasi z * 
z P - we is Ccas Se 

solf." CARRIED 23-4, S ion prisents 


u-TION accepted by the Standing Orders Committee after completion of the F 
da, in view of its special nature - H.Young (Wembley) and Brain piles aso 


"This 1962 Conference of the Socialist Party, having regard to the great concen- 
-on of Capital recently, and the Government declaration - 'That there is no scope 
more than strictly limited increases in wages,' - anticipates an even greater 
nsion of strikes in Industry, The politica results of this situation, with the 
failure of Nationalisation, will further discredit all political parties involved in 
the administration of Capitalism, In 1961/2 the contradictions of Capitalism have 
incrensed, the problems of Society become more acute (vast sums on armements, milk 
oured down pit shafts, housing problems, crime wave etc.) So-called Liberals 
Torics in disguise) will do no better than Tory or Labour in running Capitalism, 
sis Conference, therefore, recommends the Executive Committee to seize every oppor- 
tunity to publish the Party's standpoint on current social problems, especially in 
ply to lying capitalist Government propaganda." LOST 9 = 21 


Summary of Discussion The mover opened up by criticising the purely administrative 
iaracter of the Agenda, These items did not necessitate, in his opinion, bringing 
Delegvtes from all Branches to Conference, they could be decided by post. The Par- 
ty should use this occasion to examine the world outside and arrive at some kind of 

view on the current situation, The expression of such a view would help members 
everywhere, when dealing with opponents. He supplied statistical matvrial to em- 
phasize the growing acuteness of the contradictions of Capitalism. We were the only 
Party which had been right all along in its forecast, and wo should say so, We 
should make ourselves heard NOW on the Government's wage policy, the strike wave, 
B.B.C, propaganda, etc. 


Most Delegates speaking on the Resolution felt that tho points put forward were 
woll worth discussion, but that Conference could not issue a Statement as proposed 
in the Resolution. All our written and spoken propaganda tricd to deal with e11 cur- 
rent issues to tho best of our ability. The Party had in the past issued manifestoes 
and special documents dealing with specific probloms, such as the one issued in Aug~ 
ust 1914, dealing with War, and another one on the Goneral Strike. But a document 
of this nature would require most careful consideration and prior discussion by the 
E.C. and the membership as a whole. Conference could only initiate such a move, but 
could not carry it out, A number of speakers took the opportunity te express regret 
at the fact thet the Party was holding its Annual Conference, and only a handful of 
people outside the i’arty wero aware of this, We should be able to interest the Press 
and point out to the world at large that this important eyent was taking place. 


Fraternal Greetings were then read from Comrade Everson on behalf of the S.P. of New 
Zealand, and Comrade Milne on behalf of the Winnipeg Local of the S.P. of Canada, 
It was agrced to return all Fraternal Greetings received, 


ADJOURNMENT 6.00 p.m, 
Sunday Session 


Parliamentary Activity Conference endorsed the Parliamentary Committee's plan to 


have a Broadsheet ready at the earliest possible date, for distribution everywhere. 
There was some discussion as to the advisability of climinating the Candidate's 
Address as a separate document. The Committee suggested in their report that this 
Address be included in the Broadsheet in constituencies we would be contesting. 
Some speakers thought that Branches should inform the B.C. as soon as possible, if 
they intend to put up a candidate, irrespective of the number of members Living in 
the area to be contested, This would be an incentive to the Branch in question to 
step up its propaganda and make all possible efforts to obtain new members to make 
up the required number, Comrade Murray, the Fraternal Delegate from the WSP of 
Ireland, mentioned that there was an Election coming up in Northern Ireland. His 
Party was more or less expected to contest the election, and he felt that it was a 
unique opportunity to consolidate its position as a serious pdlitical party, 

Floor Resolution - Simkins % Mitchell (Camberwell) - "That this Conference recom- 
mends the E.C, that an Election Broadsheet suitable for all constituencies, be pre- 
pared as soon as possible," CARRIED nem.con, 


Floor Resolution - Brain (Swansea) and Jacobs (S.2.2ssex) "That this Conference 
recommends the £.C, to prepare an officiel Party Statement, to be submitted to the 
local newspapers, pointing out tho reasons why the S.i’.G.U. are not putting up c 
didates in the particular constituency." CARRIED 13-2 : 7 
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Floor Resolution - Rose & Coffey (Lewisham) "That this Conference recommends the B.C, 
to explore the possibility of assisting the Belfast Comrades in the Northern Ireland: 
Elections." 


Amendment - Mitchell & Simkins (Camberwell) "That this Conference recommends the 5.C. 
to grant the £150 to the Irish Comrades, to be spent on contesting the next election,” 
(This was the sum mentioned by Comrade Murray as being required for the nomination 
deposit.) LOST overwhelmingly. Resolution - CARRIED nem.con, 


Floor Resolution - Donnelly & Thomson (Glasgow) "That this Conference recommends the 
E.C, to consider the possibility of assisting Glasgow Branch to contest a possible bye- 
election in Glasgow." CARRIED nem,con, 


At this junctiire, delegates moved a unanimous vote of thanks to the comrades who had 
attended to the catering. 


PROPAGANDA TheItem for Discussion "F" was taken in conjunction with the Propaganda 
Committee's Report, There was a lengthy discussion on ways and means of improving our 
Propaganda, Most delegates expressed the view that, whilst speakers mst have sound 
knowledge of economics and other aspects of Socialism, they must be able to relate it 
to everyday life. They must approach their audience sympathetically and try to per- 
suade rather than to gain points. We must at all events avoid creating a barrier and, 
without simplifying our case, use simple language, which can be easily assimilated, 
Some speakers thought that it was a mistake to assume that the days of outdoor propa- 
ganda were on the decline, With carefully selected stations, all that was required 
was knowledge and enthusiasm, There was a danger of our becoming too pedantic. Some 
f the cxperiences of the last 12 months showed that whenever a group of Comrades had 
made enthusiastic efforts to carry out Socialist propaganda in onc form or another, 


the response had been gratifying. Coventry, Belfast and other places Cemonstrated — 
this 
; . A, * 


Resolution 2 on the Agenda (Wembhy) "That the New Premises Committee be wound up.” 
LOST 8-20 ons 

Adoption of the Executive Committee's Report to Conference , i a 

Resolution - Cottis (S.E.Bssex) and Mitchell (Camberwell) "That the Report bi 


4 


Tape-Recorded Greetings were heard, with appreciatéon, from two Boston Comrac 6: 
behalf of the WSP of USA ; 


Statement to tho Press ‘Two drafts were yead te) Cantennnnnnninnnnnn ‘from 
Conference to the rress, but both wore considered unsuitable, at 


Resolution - Rose & Coffey (Lewisham) That a statement be drawn up, DP 
Editorial Committee, and issued to the Press." LOST 10-13 ~ 

The majority of Delegates thought that there had not been enough - 
the advisability of such a move. ard 4 


Item for Discussion "G" dealing with the purchase of film 
no discussion, and it wes agreed to pass on to : & 
Item for Discussion "H" - "The Importance of Economics ." 
of economics was again stressed. Classes which had beer 
others, had to be discontinued for lack of support. — 
able to help Branches and members to fill in gaps in 
quests for these tapes had been received from abroa 
speaker mentioned the need for more frequent theore 


member of the "S.S." Production Committee said that. 
mind, 7 


In view of the time, it was agreed to defer t 
K. and L.) to the Autumn Delegate Mecting, " 


RUPORT OF THE PROCEDINGS OF THE 57TH ANNUAL CONPERENCE held 
at CONWAY HALL, RED LION SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1, on FRIDAY, 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 30th March, 1st & 2nd APRIL, 1961 


ao cometh )) reo men 


ATTENDANCE DURING CONFERBNCE 


Delesates Branches 
Present Represented 


First day: 27 a5 
Second Day: 32 Aid 
Third day: 29 16 


Branches not in Attendance on Friday: 


Birmi ingham, Eccles, Glasgow City, Kelvingrove, Nottingham 
and Swansea, 


Branches not in Attendance on Saturday: 


Birmingham, Eccles, Glasgow City and Swansea, 


Branches not in Attendance on Sundays 


Birmingham, Eccles, Glaszow City, Nottingham & Swansea. 


ONFSRENCE SESSIONS 
First a: oe aun, te 6 p.m. 
Second Dayi.,.csssccevcscdec Seite Dito (uO) OMpiamis 
Third Day. .ecccessscccsont el sho Gaile MOND one 


---0000000--— 


CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN.,..sececseesseceeeA-George (Bloomsbury) 
VICE CHAIRMAN. .....,cseccsecccevcccesht Ambridge (Islingon) 


It was. agreed that the STANDING ORUERS COMMITTEE act as 
TELLERS during the course of the Conference procedings, 


%& 
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PRIDAY It was agreed to deal first with the B.C.'s Report to Conference, The 
first item to come up for discussion was the BOOK DEPARTMENT. It was reported 
thet three members had volunteered to look after this department, and to sell 
literature outside H.0. There was a display of pamphlets etc. on Saturday af- 
ternoons. 

H.O0,.LIBRARY There was discussion about ways and means to make the Library more 
easily accessible to memberw, : 
Floor Resolution - Devereaux (Bloomsbury) & Kersley (Bloomsbury) "That the E.C; 
be asked to look into the possibility of providing an annotated list of books in 
the Library, to be sent to Branches," Agd. 

1.P.J. ("FORUM") COMMITTEE In reply to a question, Delegates were informed that 
Comrades J.keys and I.Jones are now the I.P.J. Committee, and are working on a 
sublication in the near future. 

PROPAGANDA The Committee's Report was read. 


Summary of Delegates' Views The desirability of a more detailed report was raised 
size of audience, Literature sold, contacts made etc.) It was also suggested 
that London Branches should visit Provincial Branches, for the mutual benefit of 


| 
j 
both sides, 

ORGANISATIONS & INDIVIDUALS ABROAD The Companion Parties Secretary reported that i 


Fast dD 


the position of the Parties abroad is generally good. The W.S.P. of U.S.A. hes 
had about the best year ever. They have orders for the "S.S,." and "W.S." from 
about a dozen Universities, They are debating with a professor at a University 
in April, and have given talks at others. ; 

The Melbourne Branch of the S.P.of Australia say the position since the War 
has not been so good, Members live long distances from the centre, We have not 
heard from Sydney Branch, 

Auckland Branch of the S.P.N.Z. is getting on well, running classes etc, 


The S.P. of Canada have had a considerable lift up since the two Branches in 
British Columbia have been formed, particularly in Victoria, where they are min- 
ning a candidate in one of the elections, and in Vancouver, where a member has 
gone on a nation-wide broadcast, Winnipeg is no longer the centre of activity, 
end they are not doing so well, being nearly all old members. ‘Two members of 
weling Branch, who went to Toronto, have got about 9 members in a discussion Group. 


The W.S.P, of Ireland is vastly improved, and they are well on their feet. 
They hope to bring out a journal regularly, now that they have a duplicator, They 
have difficulties arising from partition and the religious question. They are con- 
testing an election in May, and thousands of leaflets aro being distributed. They 
arealso printing other leaflets for general use. 


Conference was informed that some tape recordings from $ A 
member of the Party privately, and had been taken to a couple of Brat 
members had made reply tapes, 

It was also mentioned that Comrade Callomon is now Overseas Cont 
cary, and that if members have over@eas contacts of any kind, she co 
use of them, 

EDUCATION Further information regarding a Summer School in 196] 


The Central Organiser said that Comrade D'Arcy is now Class 
they would meet to discuss this matter, Conference discuss: 
so mich about a summer school, as a week-end school at so 
necewearily in summer, We always have to come back to t 
tend, I would ask Delegates to urge their Branches to di: 
if it is worthwhile working on this problem, 
The question of new speakers and theis subsequent act: 
speakers passed the test during the perbod under review. Qi 
ker; tho other is improving his English, and should be tak: 
course, 


pn 
a 


Ti The Chairman said he was on the Committ 
rules on Electoral activity, and their report was presen 
Meeting. They intended to report to the E.C, for Con 
do so. Thore is nothing laid down as to what political p 
in the matter of instructing a Parliamentary candidate he 
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The low return of ballot papers was discussed. Some members put this dewm 
to the fact that nominees may not be widely known, especially in the Provinces, 
others to the failure of Branch Secretaries to send out ballot papers to mem- 
bers not attending the branches, Others expressed the opinion that ballot pap- 
ors should go out earlier, by post, with prepaid and addressed envelopes en- 
closed, Others disagrevd with the latter idea, 


Floor Resolution - Dale & E.Critchfield (both Wembley) "That this Conference 
recommends the E.C. to consider a direct postal ballot, with pre-paid envelopes 
from H.O., for the election of E.C. members and other Party Officials ."Cd.18-6 


LITGRATURE The question of the pampHlet "Socialism" came up. Conference was 
told by the "S.S." Production Committee that the pamphlet was progressing slowly 
but surely. The members engaged in this work can only do it in their sparo time 
from other Party work, Some discussion followed on the April issue of the "SS* 
and the placing in that issue of theadvertisement of our "Demonstration for Soc~ 
ialism" at the St Pancras Town Hell. 


ASZENDMENTS TO RULES 


ELECTORAL ACTIVITY - Summary of Delegates' Views - 
There was a lengthy discussion in connection with suggested alterations to 


Rules 28 and 29, All Resolutions and Amendments to these Rules were discussed 
together, 


Members approached the problem of the required number of signatories to a 
nomination paper, in a suitable contesting area, from different angles, Members 
in favour of alteration of the existing rules pointed out that the required num- 
ber (10) of signatories, is a purely arbitrary one, fixed by the Government, 
which figure might be changed at any time. They questioned whether we should be 
bound in our electaral activities by Government rulings, that is, insist on the 
full number of 10 being members of the Party, They also pointed out that there 
are not many branches who have 10 members living in any particular constituency 
or ward. Very often a constituency which would fulfil these requirements is not 
suitable for our purposes, They pointed to Bethnal Green, where the sitting mem- 
ber had such a strong position that he held only one or two meetings; Tories and 
Liberals were also in the field. In spire of extensive canvassing, literature 
selling etc., we gained practically no publicity from our efforts, They believe 
that there are other arcas we could contest to great advantage, for example Not— 
tingham, if we were prepared to allow people who, though not members, understand 
and accept our case, to sign nomination papers, They should naturally be known 
to Branch or E.C. members. This would allow us greater freedom in our electoral 
activities, give better results, and probably save money. 


Comrades opposing any alteration of the rules in question objected to them 
as a measure of expediency. They held that the proposed alterations would put 
us in an illogical position, Since we always try to ensure that only Socialists 
vote for us, we surely cannot accept people to sign our nomination papers, un- 
less they agree with our Decleration of Principles. This they can only signify 
by signing Form "A", Whenever expediency was in conflict with principle, we 
should always come down on the side of principle. Besides, a Branch of less 


than 10 active members in a constituency would be unable to carry the burden of 
running an election, 


VOTING ON AMENDMENTS TO RULES (Parliamentary Activity) 


Rule 28 - Ealing Amendment LOST 5-31 
Ealing Resolution LOST 3-36 


Ealing Amendment to 

Paddington Resolution LOST 8-3 
Paddington Resolution LOST 12-26 
Swansea Resolution LOST 12-25 


Rule 29- Camberwell Addendum LST 19-19 
Swansea Resolution LOST 7-32 


LITERATURE There was some discussion asto the exact meaning of the Islington 
Resolution, Some Delegates had been instructéd to oppose it, because their Bran- 
ches felt that theword 're-issuc' did not make it sufficiently clear whether a 
revised edition of tho old pamphlet was intended or not, 


Resolution 2 (Islington Branch) "That this Conference regrets the delay in the 
re-issue of the pamphlet ‘Socialism! and instructs the B.C. to give priority to 

this pamphlet," Ca, 20-14 

Floor Resolution + Devereaux (Bradford) & Callomon (Paddington) "That Resolution 


ee 
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issue of a re-written pamphlet." Cd. 28-2 a 


There was a short discussion on the desirability of changing 'Jo 
the Party' to 'Official Organ of the Party.' Some delegates felt that 
ter term more adequately expressed the fact that the 'S.S.' was the ‘offi ; 
mouthpiece' of the Party. Others felt that the present term was a more mc 
term, in general use, and that there was no call for a changes, . 


Resolution 3 (Islington) - "That this Conference instructs the B.C. to pubhish 
the "Socialist Standard' as the ‘Organ of the Party' and not the ' Journal of. ‘ 
the Party.'" Lost 20-12 


Discussion took place on the necessity of increasing sales of the 'S.5." by 
greater activity of members, and the fallacy of relying upon the improved lay= 
out of the new 'S.S.' Greater effort in bringing the 'S.S.' to the attention 
of the public was called for, 


Resolution 4 (Islington) - "That this Conference asserts that any increase in 
the sales of the 'Socialist Standard' will be due to the activity of members 
selling the 'S.S,' and the ideas contained therein. We consider that improved 
lay-outs, photographs etc., whatever their mezt, cannot, in the long run, 
compansate for lack of activity among members." 


Amendment (S.E.Essex) "Delete all after 'and ideas contained therein! and 


add 'and that the present policy of an improved Socialist Standard tin- 
wued and expanded.'" Cd, 27-6, As sub.res, Cd. 33-3 ail 


PAMPHLETS There was general agreement about the need for mo panp : 

Some delegates thought that, since there had been difficulties in pare 
these pamphlets written by voluntary effort, it might be a solution to appoint 
a capable member for this task, on the basis of part-time employment. Other 
delegates expressed the view that. any such member who felt that he would like 
to write a pamphlet or pamphlets, knew that he could rely upon the backing of 
the E.C, if he cared to approach them, But the mere fact that we had a few 


pone in the ‘'kitty' could not be regarded as the solution to all our prob— 
ems, fs : 


Resolution (Paddington) In view of the recommendation of the 1960 Conference 
that monies donated for the purposes of its work are best devoted to printing 
propaganda publications, this Conference instructs the E.C. to go ahead with 
all speed with the publication of pamphlets. As no new pampilets have app- 
eared for more than two years, this Conference further instructs the B.C. to 
create a now paid part-time position for a member to engage in the writing 

of Party pamphlets and leaflets, other suitable material for the 'S.S.', and 
to assist the Socialist Standard Production Committee in every possible way." 


Amendment (Camberwell, Islington & Wembley Branches) "Delete all after 
'pamphlets' in line six." Cd, 24-9  Sub.Res. Cds 23-8 #2 kaodd 


ADJOURNMENT 6 p.m. URNMENT 6 p.m, - wa $ dae is + bot te of 
SATURDAY "A" nl is en ne 
Item for Discussion 18 - Re-Publishing "Art, Labour & Socialism, 
Arguments against publication of "Art, Labour & Social 
were: that Conference had, on the previous day, n, priori 
and that, in view of the shortage of writers and de 
and sell our propeganda material, it seemed inadv 
lution, Delegates in favour pointed out that it 
would write a pamphlet like 'Socialism' had the de 
information to engage in writing a preface and comm 
work. - 


Floor Resolution (Hampson & Warnecke - Ealing) "That 
to consider the publication of a limited edition of * 
as a Party pamphlet, combining the original with 4 
light of the Socialist position." Cd. 20-7 a 
a" 


“Socialist Standard" aa 


Floor Resolution - Camberwell Delegates "That this 
E.C. to publish the 'S.S.' as the 'Official Organ of 
There was a brief discussion. Some delegates felt 


of great importance, others pointed out that the ma 
during yesterday's session, "Next Business" 


MENDMENTS TO RULES 
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Rule 12 (Wembley) - Size of E.C. 
A number of delegates expressed the view that the size of the organisation did 
not call for so large anE.C. Seven members could quite easily deal with the 
administrative work of the Party. This might free the other seven mombers 
for other Party work, A large E.C. did not, in their opinion, neces 
produce an efficient E.C. Delegates against a change in Rule 12 said that the 
number of E.C. members provided for under the existing Rule, gave a larger 
number of Branches the possibility of being represented at the E.C. than would 
‘be the case if the proposed alteration was carried out, Fourteen members were 
not an excessive number, particularly in view of the fact that often only 7 
or eight members were round the table during the course of the E.C, meeting, 
the others being occupied with committee work of one kind or other, Holiday 
times nlso presented a problem, 
Amendment to Rule 12 (Wembley) ~ Lost 5-35 
" tt " ws, " - Lost 535 
PARTY ORGANISATION & MEMBERSHIP 


Resolution 1 (Paddington) 


Delegates in favour said that it was impossible to divide members of the wor- 
king class into two sections, An increase of Socialist knowledge would equally 
affect those in the Forces and those in civilian life. Until last year, when 
a Conference Resolution was carried and subsequently endorsed by a Party Poll, 
the Party had always dealt with applications for membership from members of 
the Forces on their merits, and we should not automatically debar people from 
applying. Some delegates also felt that the Rule, as it stood, had drawn an 
arbitrary line. What was the position of members who were engaged in prod- 
ucing weapons to be used by the Armed Forces? 

Delegates opposed to any change of the Rule pointed to the fact that 
mbmbers of the Forces came under the jurisdiction of the Military, they were 


not free agents, and the Party would not have any control over them, Itwas 
& matter of principle. 


Resolution 1 (Paddington Branch) "This Conference re-affirms the decision 
(No.10) of the 1952 Conference, and the Party Poll of 1949 en the question of 
Membership of the Party and the Armed Forces, as follows - 
'This Conference re-affirms the decision of the 1933 Conference which was 
as follows:- 'This Conference endorses the Ruling given by the 29th E.C. 
on July 5th 1932 on this question viz: 'That, as many workers are forced 
by economic pressure to join the Armed Forces, this B.C. Rules that such 
employment shall not necessarily prevent workers from joining the Party, 
ALL Forms 'A' shall receive consideration and each application shall be 
decided on its merits, and any member who voluntarily (i.e. other than con- 
scripted) joins the Armed Forces (Army, Navy and Air Forse) shall be deemed 
to have acted in a manner detrimental to the interests of the Party." 
Cd. 23-20 
Floor Resolution E.Critchfield (Wembley) and E.Guy (Léwishem) - "Thatthe ques- 
tion be put to a Party Poll." Agd. 


PROPAGANDA 
Resolution 6 (Islington Branch) 


Supporters of this Resolution said that it was desirable to hold a large mee- 
ting at least once a year, Other delegates pointed out that the nember of 500 
specified in the Resolution tied the E.C. to a very large hall, and that it 
might be better to have a smaller hall crowded with people, than a large partly- 
filled hall, It was also felt that the B.C. and the Propaganda Committee be- 
tween them should have as mich freedom of action as possible, 


Resolution 6 - "That this Conference instructs the E.C. to hold at least one 
large indoor meeting a year in the Central London area, such a meting to be 
organised on the basis of a mininmm 500 audience," Lost 18-18 

Resolution 7 - Camberwell "That this Conference favours the use of vehicles 
for display paradés (monthly) and instructs the E.C. to approach members who 
might help." (Cd: 28-1 

Phillips (Central Organiser) - We are going ahead with this method, if aniwhen 
we can find sufficient members with vehicles, and, so long as we Keep on the 
move on the highway, and don't cause obstruction, it is all right, 


Hampson (Ealing) Arising from this Resolution, my Branch would like to put on 
record that this type of Resolution should not come on an instructed Conference 
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Agenda, and cause unnecessary waste of time. - ° Ssh of 
Resolution § (Camberwell) < ve 


There was general ement that our arrangements for Meetings in Hyde Paric m 
be ingesiell It Keay Bis felt that tne wording of the Resolution was | nm 
fortunate, It seemed to suggest low level quality as well as quantity, and Sirice. 
as it appeared during the discussion, Camberwell Branch had not intended such ¢ 
implication, the wording was to be regretted, py 
Resolution 8 - "That this Conference deplores the low level of propaganda in- 
1960, indoor and outdoor, and instructs the B.C. to better organise the running 


of meetings, To this effect, a branch should run Hyde Park on Sundays, instead 
of 'hit and miss! individuals." -Cd, 21-1) , 


ADJOURNMENT 6 p.m, 
SUNDAY 


Appendix 'D' to E.C.Report to Conference - Report from New Zeq@land 


There was some discussion of the difficulties encountered by our Comrades in New 
Zealand, There seems to be insufficient liaison between the various groups, and 
it was suggested that the Companion Parties Secretary might initiate a circular 
letter, Delegates wondered in what particular way we could best help them, 


Floor Resolution (Jones - Paddington & Mitchell - Camberwell) "That the B.C. 
contact the N.Z. Party, and ask what assistance we can offer them. ® 


Amendment Weaver (Ealing) & Cottis (S.B.Essex,) "Add after the worts ‘New 
Zealand Party! - 'and other Companion Parties.!" Cd. 19-0 As sub.res, Agd. 


The E.C.'s Report to Conferénce was adopted, on the motion of Mitchell (Camber 
well) and Cottis (S.E.Essex.) Agd. 


ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
item 9 - Islington - "Methods of Increasing Per}fy Membership." 


Various ways and means of increasing mombership were discussed, It was pointed 
out that it might be a good idea, whenever leaflets were aes - a form, to ask 
for literature and further information - should be attached, to encourage readers 
to contact the Party, We could build up a register of contacts, who could be 
circularised at intervals, Other delegates stated that membership revolved round 


the Branches; the more active a Branch, the greater the likelihood of attracting 
new members, A register of ‘Associate Members! would sreate a second— mem- 


bership, a thing which was undesirable, in their opinion. There was > ta 
register in existance, namely of subscribers to the 'S.S.' An increase of 
bership could only be achieved by stepping up our propagands, : z 
encountered by Provincial Branches were also discussed. A membo) fron ven 
Group suggested that Groups or Branches unable to organise meet —. 
of their own, might be interested to hear that Coventry had done useful 
covering a large number of opponents' meetings, taking part in tho ctocusster, a 
selling the 'S.S.' outside, They hoped to have reached sufficient 
strength to form a Branch by Conference 1962; Activity did not 
speaking from the platform. Support in the form of. a speaker’ from Londc 
wasted, unless the local Branch or Group was strong enough to si 


Floor Resolution - Cottis (S.E.Essex) & McGuinness (Is 
forence recommends that the E.C. consider the advisabil: 
viting and enabling people to associate themselves with 

Lost by a large major: 
GREETINGS were read from Vancouver, Now York, Belfast, 
Conrade Friend of the S.P.of Canada, Comrade Luff of ¥ 
tague of the W.S.P. of Ireland; Comrade Hart of 


of U.S.A. were heard on “er recordings, It was ag 
tings. 


Items for Discussion - No.10 - Long term Planning & Budget 
ities, and No.l1 -— A Plan of Budgetting for the Propag: 


Those in favour of planning and budgetting held that th 
committees a clearer picture at the beginning of bad 
would have to meet, in London and the Provinces, dw 
would enable the E.C, to map out priorities, Santen 
modic fashion. Past experiences could form the skel 
a plan which could be amended if special noed should arise 

to such a plan put forward the arguaonte “that; oo 8 PC 


_ 
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,7 & ilo; that we did not know what developments might take place orcing us 
“og ; cake action of one kind or another, and since all activities ra on the 
. a pport of membcrs, no plan could achieve anything, unless support 
% % - rthe ming . y ; es 


L ur Rusolution Weaver & Warnecke (Ealing) "That the B.C. be recommended to 


onsider the question of budgetting Party expenditure and planning Party 
vivs,along the lines of the circular from Ealing, dated 17th March 1941." =A 


Cd. 12-10 
tm 19_ (Bloomsbury) - Trade Unions, A member of Bloomsbury Branch init- 
ted the discussion by the following statement - 


‘Under Capitalism the worker mist organise into Unions to improve or defend 
nS wages and conditions of labour, But that is something quite apart from the 
political struggle for Socialism, 

The modern class struggle firwt showed itself as the action and reaction 
dvtween capitalist and worker on the industrial field, But the worker does not 
sec it as a class struggle, In many ways the worker believes that capitalist 
and worker have a common interest, The attitude of the worker when he votes, 
during wars, and his support of capitalist governments on many questions makes 
this clear, Although the worker has shown a growing consciousness during rec- 

nt ycars of his position as a wage worker, yet he has been drawn into national 
and international questions which do not concern him, and which we are bound to 
oppose , 

When the worker bew mes class conscious, he realises not only that it is a 
class conflict he is engaged in, but that it can only be fought out on the pol- 
itical field, because all class struggles are political struggles and mst be 
so - struggles for control of the State. 

Our oe job is to prosecute the class struggle on the political ficld, and 
not be led into false positions by supporting all trade union actions, just be- 
cause workers take part in them. 

The fact that workers in trade unions indiscriminately support Tory, Liberal 
and Lahour Parties is incoulrovwertihle evidence that their membership of trade 
unions is something apart from their political afriliations, The mass of those 
who support the Labour Party do so because they think that the Labour Party will 
help them to get better wages and conditions of labour. 

Workers join trade unions in the main for the sole purpose of getting bet- 
ter wages and conditions in their particular industry, often regardless of the 
interests of workers in other industries employed by other employers, Further 
than that, they fight against each other on questions of status - and sometimes 
one union fights egainst another. 

These are questions wo should not be involved in, and questions upon which 
we cannot always get proper information, 

Again, leaders of trade unions, for their own aggrandisement, sometimes 
project the woight of their unions into questions that are outside the trade 
union struggle, and contrary to the interests of the international working class, 
The furthowt we should go is, whilst pointing out the limitations of trade un- 
ion action, to give our approval to tho actions only of workers who are engaped 
in a straight struggle with employers over wages and conditions of labour, pro- 
viding the struggle has not been instituted by the employers for their own ends, 

Unions make their own blacklegs by setting limits to the number that can 
oe employed in an industry, and by barring certain categories of workers. 

It should be borne in mind that we are not organised to improve the wages 
and conditions of workers under Capitalism, but to abolish the conditions that 
have given rise to capitalist and worker, and replace them by Socialism. 


A large number of delegates agreed with these views, pointing out that 
-& large number of workers were trade unionists, because they could not get jobs 
otherwise, We should only support Trade Union action if it was in line with the 
satisfactory and efficient prosecution of the class struggle. As an individual 
the Socialist would make it his business to attend his T.U. Branch, and use it 
as a political platform, Other delegates fold that the Party was too aloof and 
remote, A trade unionist was more likely than a non-unionist to give a social- 


ist a hearing, Whilst we should not get bogged down in union work, it was a 
necessary field of activity. 


Item 12_- How to Purther Socialist Propaganda, and Item 13 - Can the Party Prop- 
aganda be remodelled etc... 


A number of points were raised on the question of furthering Socialist propag- 
anda, Some delegates thought that we should change out technique and be more 
explicit about the kind of society which is our aim, Our present attitude seemed 


I 
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to them a purely nogative one. Our approach would have to be geqred to the type q ee 
of audience we addressed, We must make certain that we did not appear as an ; 
anti-capitalist organisation, but rather as a socialist one. Other delegates 
said that present conditions did not favour outdoor meetings, and that we should | . 
concentrate on training writers rather than speakers, This they considered a : 
probably passing phase, but there was a real need to improve the quelity of our 
propaganda, The view was also expressed that wo aro and should be fundament- 
alists, We should refuse to water down our dase, We must stand by our class | 
approach and refuse to pander to false illusions, Conditions have changed, but ; 
ee of capitalism are still with us, and we have to face them from tho 
platform. 


Items 15, 16 and 17 were not dealt with, owing to lack of time. 


ADJOURNMENT 6 poms 


